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‘Danger no longer lies in not

knowing, but in not d

THE NEW CLIMATE WAR

The New Climate War

Michael E Mann
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Review:
Art Flynn

ICHAEL MANN is a
pre-eminent climate
scientist whose
academic pedigree is
beyond gquestion. In the early
905 he was one of the pioneers of
climate science who contributed
to the creation of the ‘hockey
stick” graph which was a
powerful visual representation
of climate change, The fossil
fuels industry attacked the graph
and the science behind it, and im-
pugned the integrity of the scien-
lists who did the work in an efTort
to discredit climate science as
false. This was the first climate
war.

In The New Climate War,
Mann shows how the science of
climate change has been gen-
erally accepted over the vears. He
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Professor Michael Mann: ‘Doomism and the loss of hope can lead people down

the very same path of inaction as outright denial'.

points out how, as a resull, fossil
fuels” interests have shifted focus
from discrediting the science to
decelerating action to transform
the carbon economy, Mann
makes it clear that there are
discernable sirategies (o do this,
which are partof a co-ordinated
campaign,

This is the new climate war,

Onestrategy is to shift the onus
of responsibility for climate
change from industry and policy
tovindividuals, He savs that the
concepl of a personal carbon
footprint was created by an oil
company. This was intended to
keep environmentalists focused
on personal actions, such as
changing one's diet or (rans-
portation choices, rathor than
demonstrating or taking
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collective action to decarbonise
the economy. Mann rightly calls
these people ‘inactivists’ as a way
to highlight their real objectives.
Another strategy is to instill
a sense of despair, making the
targed feel thal thereis no pointin
attempting to change the carbon
economy because it is already
too late, The tactic is designed 1o
get engaged, thinking people to
throw up their hands and quit
the fight becanseitis already lost.
According to Mann: “Doomism
and the loss of hope can lead
people down the very same path
of inaction as outright denial.”
Mann identifies the leaders of
the new campaign, calling oul
Russian intervenlion in the dis-
course on social media and publi-
cation of psendo-scientific papers
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by conservative think-tanks
masquerading as environmenital
interest groups, He then draws a
parallel between the climate
crisis and the Covid pandemic.
The same tactics employed by the
same players serve to downplav
the problem, shift the focus to
personal behavionrs and finally
promaote the futility of farther
action. As a hopolul countor-
point, though, Mann discusses
the contribution of the younger
generation, showing how Greta
Thunberg has brought a sense of
urgency and agency to the debate.
Finally, there is a discnssion of
ways to ameliorate the effects of
rising carbon lovels, including
radical interventions to reflect
sunlight away from the Earth
and trapping and burying carbon
underground. In the end, Mann’s
oxpert opinion is that there is
no viable way to address climate
change without decarbonising
the economy. The tools to do that
are already known; renewable
energy, decentralisation and
‘decarbonisation’ of the grid itself
and carbon-pricing mechanisms
to facilitate the transition.
Checking in with an experi
climatologist on the state of play
and progress towards addressing
the elimate crisis is important,
and reading this book is a
good way to do that, Having the
new approach to climate disin-
formation laid out so clearly is
beneficial, but Mann spends too
much energy focused on the
battles of the last climate war.
Without the distractions of the
old conflict, the reader can more
clearly hear the new message that
the danger no longer lies in not
knowing, but now the danger lics
in notdoing.




